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ANIMATION ACTIVITIES AS A MEANS OF DEVELOPING STUDENT YOUTH'S
SOCIAL CULTURE

Memoro cmammi € po32aa0 aHimayiliHoi dianbHocmi K eghekmusHoi coyianbHoi
NPAKMUKU 3 aKkmuei3ayii coyianbHo20 800CKOHAMEHHA CMyOeHMCbKOoi M0os00i, 30Kpema
3acmocyeaHHA 3acobis aHimauii 3 memoro po3sumey couianbHoi Kynemypu. [pogidHuUMuU
memooamu O00CniOMeHHA € aHAI3 HAYKOBUX Mpaub ma CcrniecmasneHHA meopemuyHuUx
nioxodie 0o pPo38UMKY coyianbHOI Kyabmypu cmydeHmcmed. BusHavyeHo, wjo 8 Cy4yacHux
YMOBAX COYianbHa Kyaemypa cmyo0eHmMcbKoi Moa00i opmyemescs nid enaueom
po32anymeHozo iHpopmauiliHoeo cepedosuwa, wo nepedbayae crnisgioHowieHHA 1T 3
iHGbopmauiliHo-KOMYHIKaGMUBHO OifiNbHICMIO AK OOHIE 3 NpPosioHUX 0458 cmydeHmis. Lle
nepedba4yae po3pobKy 8i0no8iOHOI NPakmu4HoOi npozpamu aHimauiliHoi dianbHocmi 8
cepedosuwi 3aKkaa0y 8UW,0I 0OC8IMU, W0 € NepcrneKkmusoro noodasnbulo2o 00CiOHeHHS.

Knawouosi cnoea: cmydeHmMcbka Mo0s00b, COYianbHA Kynemypd, aHimayilHa
dianbHicme, iHghopmauitiHe cycrinbemeo.

Introduction. Contemporary student youth will eventually become the
society’s intellectual and professional pioneers, who will take up the responsibility
for establishment of civil society, making development of this group’s social
culture an important topic. Competitiveness and high professional level that are
supposed to form during studies in higher education institutions (hereinafter HEI)
lay the foundation for students’ social maturity. However, right now it is
important to create an environment for forming and revealing social activeness,
tolerance, consolidation against consumerism, disregard for social problems,
deanimation of social interaction, which proves the necessity of revisiting
approaches to social education of student youth and expanding the borders of
education space through modernization and improvement of extracurricular
activities. One of the main means to activate student’s social culture is animation
activities, which by definition and contents is meant to stimulate social subjects’
immediate participation in social processes.

Analysis of relevant research. The issues of students’ socialization, social
education and implementation of social-pedagogical activities with them were
studied by N. Maksymovska, M. Petrova, A.Ryzhanova, S. Savchenko,
O. Khendryk, V. Shtyfurak and others. T. Lesina, L. Tarasov, M. Yaroshenko and
others studied animation as a society-based practice and a means of motivating
person’s active position. However, scholars did not examine animation
activities as a means of developing person’s social culture.

Aim of the Study. The aim of this article is to describe animation
activities as one of the means of motivation to conduct active life and reveal
high social interaction level in student environment.
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Research Methods — research literature analysis, comparison of
theoretical approaches to an issue, systemization of scientific facts regarding
social culture.

Results. Due to students being a part of the general “youth” group, we
will utilize the following definition: “youth is a differentiated social group that
gains the features of social community and has characteristic social,
psychological, cultural and other features, particularly lifestyle, is in the process
of socialization, has its own social age and, according to the requirements of an
epoch, has to become the creator or an initiator of a new social and cultural
reality” [1, 150-151]. Such position allows us to characterize socially positive
models of youth’s interaction, which is based on the qualities of a culture that
is contemporary to them.

According to article 61 of Ukrainian education act (2014), student youth is
defined as a subject of obtaining higher education. Student is a person enrolled to
HEI with an aim to gain junior bachelor, bachelor or master higher education
degree [6]. It is important for our study to consider age limits (mostly from 16 to
25 years) and status of HEI, as well as sociocultural features of this social group’s
members. L. Sokurianska deepens the concept of students’ social purpose with
the following statement: students are “a sociocultural community that consists of
HEI students, who adopt and gain social subjectness in cognitive, professional,
civic, political, moral and other fields of a historically defined society, through
interiorization of value and norm system of a certain society in general, and also at
a high school social institute, where they produce new axiophenomena that
achieve reflection and embodiment in their symbolic and objective world” [11,
65]. This definition allows us to expand the concept of student community’s
shared qualities and describe the process of formation of their social subjectness,
particularly to focus on the main qualities of precisely students’ social culture that
are unique to those of other members of youth.

O. Vynoslavska, A. Liakisheva, N. Maksymovska, S. Savchenko,
L. Sokurianska, V. Shtyfurak and others studied student youth’s social and
psycho-age qualities that will be the foundation of social culture analysis. Based
on the analysis of mentioned scholar’s works we can assume that student’s
social development is influenced by many factors. Firstly, it is the need of self-
actualization, self-affirmation, self-realization and aspiration for independence.
Secondly, students’ group social qualities, namely formation of professional
and civic conscience, social value orientations and group solidarity are the
preconditions of social maturity. Thirdly, among the leading psycho-age and
social qualities of student’s personality development the most crucial are those
related to self-conscience, self-regulation, self-organization and self-
development, for they are the key ones in the process of student youth’s social
establishment and development. Fourthly, criticality, emotional direction,
ambitiousness, focus on the future, special reflectivity and increased need to

225

III



[leparoriuni Hayku: Teopid, icTopisi, iHHOBauiiHi TexHoJorii, 2016, N2 7 (61)

empathize and form trust relations create the foundations for viewing
student’s subject position in various kinds of activity. The reviewed psycho-age
qualities are an objective precondition for gaining high enough social
interaction quality level, but at the same time, based on the statement by
N. Maksymovska, they can “cause both the gain of social leadership by this
group in society and lead to its civic and professional deformation” 3, 4].

Creation of conditions for avoiding the negative side of social maturation
is possible with deep understanding of the contents of student youth’s
socialization and social education. Regarding this, S. Savchenko accentuates
during the study of student youth’s socialization on the fact that “students are
not a passive object of socialization to society and its institutes; recent years
marked the increase of students’ own role in this process” [9, 74]. At the same
time, “students are one of the most problematic social groups, which changes
dynamically inside itself, and these changes are followed by complication of
interactions and relations in Ukrainian society’s social structure” [9, p. 70].
Thus, it is necessary to implement an effective kind of activities for improving
students’ positive socialization conditions and reducing negative social factors
in this process within HEI.

As A. Ryzhanova mentions social education as an adjustable component of
students’ socialization is based on a certain fact: “without integrating educational
efforts of society in order to facilitate pro-social development of student youth
and without simultaneous approbation of social values they’ve gained, social
qualities they’ve formed and pro-social behavior in real societal conditions,
positive socialization and social tempering of students are impossible” [7, p. 30].
This assumption is reinforced by the fact that the third chapter of Ukrainian higher
education act (article 26) states that forming personality through patriotic, legal
and ecological education and establishment of moral values, social activeness,
civic position, responsibility, healthy lifestyle, ability to think freely and self-
organize in contemporary conditions for participants of educational process are
considered the most important tasks for a HEI [6].

Analysis of research works on socialization and social education of
student youth (S. Savchenko, V. Shtyfurak, O. Khendryk and others) allows us to
conclude that the leading directions of students’ social culture development
are socially-professional and socially-civic components. For example,
O. Khendryk mentions that “the contents of HEI students’ sociality lie in
improving values they’ve gained at the previous stage, these values being
family (as positive treatment of one’s family), age (as a subculture), ethnicity
(as self-identification), social relations (as and increasing interest in politics,
law, religion, morals etc.), civility and in establishment of professional values.
This is also true for social qualities, like determination, persistence, kindness,
consolidation, discipline, respect for human dignity and individuality, tolerance,
responsibility and establishment of professional solidarity, critical thinking and
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producing personal assessments, initiative, openness for cooperation, which
provide self-realization for students in professional and civic societies. Finally,
an appropriate pro-social behavior is being tempered through participations in
scientific and creative activities of a student group outside an educational
process, in social life of an education institution, student self-government and
voluntary activities” [15, 201-202].

The starting point regarding the social culture of students as a
component of a larger group, the youth, is a definition by A. Ryzhanova: “Social
culture is an indicator of social subject’s social maturity — of the fact that he or
she is able not only to learn new social experience and recreate an existing one,
but also to improve the surrounding society and personal social subjectness in
the process” [8, 37]. This position enables the uncovering of studied quality’s
essence, which is based on personal participation of a person and a community
in social improvement. The general contents of social culture are family, ethnic,
civic, professional, law, regional and global components. At every age stage and
according to social situation of development only a few certain components of
social culture become the leading ones. As such, the essence of students’ social
culture in general is an active improvement of the present social field through
further vale mastering of social interaction, based on improving self-conscience
and developing pro-social needs, completely matches its psycho-age qualities
and leading social role.

In accordance to the aforementioned statements, social culture is a
quality of student youth’s sociality development stage, which presents itself in
high-level social values, developed social qualities and pro-social behavior and
implies high social maturity level, based on social subjectness and its highest
display — social creativity.

The leading role of students in social improvement of society and
themselves lets us state that it is crucial to analyze their social subjectness and
social creativity as a display of this social group’s social culture. A. Bieloshytskii,
M. Bieloborodov, |. Berezhna, S. Derbycheva, N. Melnikova, T. Olkhova,
L. Sokurianska, J. Chyzhov, O.Shumilin and other scholars studied these
aspects. Analysis of their works allows us to state that “subjectness is a quality
of a person, that indicates his or her ability to be a strategist in activities, mark
the necessary tasks, realize motives, respond for actions, individually construct
them and evaluate their accordance to what’s in mind, to correct the aim and
to plan life” [2, 329]. Thus, subjectness is related to social and cultural realities,
is based on values and is developed through purposeful activities, for
statement of which the favorable conditions are required. The definition of
social subjectness is mostly focused on social component and is being
interpreted as “subject’s essential quality (be it an individual, a group etc.),
which reveals itself first and foremost through its value orientations, strategic
life choice, socially creative and purposeful activities” [11, 155].
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Researchers of social creativity do not separate the process of creation
form humanity’s social life, as “the history of social life is a sequence of acts of
creating new forms of social life. The creativity is exactly where person’s world-
changing essence reveals itself — the essence of creator of new relations and of
himself” [4, 4-5]. The inner nature of social creativity is based on an act of
creation being “a dialectical unity of reproduction and production, where the
latter plays the leading role” [4, 17], meaning that productive pro-social
activities intensifies creative, renewed social development, aimed to improve.
We agree with N. Melnikova on the fact that “social creativity is aimed to
satisfy not personal, but societal needs and interests. Social creativity is a
unique form of solving societal contradictions. Creativity can only be
considered social when it yields new things that have societal significance”
[4, 17-18]. Thereby, the main idea of social creativity is necessity and ability to
influence the flow of social processes, which makes it the highest form of
sociality — the basis and display of social culture.

Ever since students appeared as a social group, it never remained the same,
but it kept its features thanks to the fact that professional scientific activities
remained the leading ones. According to S. Savchenko, “the defining factor was
not students’ striving for stability, but an objectively caused trans-temporal task of
higher school — to prepare specialists needed for social organism to function and
to satisfy the youth’s need for education, mental growth and professional
establishment” [9]. Thus, the development of society as a self-renewing system
directly depends on development of students’ social culture.

To summarize, the development of student youth’s social culture is a
process of activating the leading factors of this social group’s social
development both in HEI (curricular and extracurricular activities) and outside
the education institution in social space (mostly extracurricular activities). The
leading factor of this process is contemporary legislation of education. Realizing
students’ subjectness is mostly enabled with article 40 of Ukrainian higher
education act, according to which a student self-government is the right and
ability of students to solve the issues of study and everyday life, to ensure
students’ rights and interests, which unites all students of HEI and works
according to the principles of voluntariness, collegiality, openness, electiveness
and accountability of student self-government bodies, equality of students’
rights to participate in student self-government, as well as of independence
from the influence of political parties and religious organizations. In
extracurricular field, student self-government conducts organizational,
educational, scientific, sports, recreational and other arrangements, that allows
uncovering personal subjectness of any student [6]. However, the means of
activating social subjectness as the basis of student youth’s social culture
development have to match and be respectively modern.
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A search for proper mechanisms of activating the process of improving
students’ sociality in extracurricular process lets us state that in contemporary
sociocultural conditions animation activities, studied as the means of socialization
and social education — of student youth in particular — by T. Lesina,
N. Maksymovska, M. Petrova, L. Tarasov and others, are effective. Animation
activities with students are generally interpreted by M. Petrova as “a set of socially
meaningful activities of a person that are aimed to intensively and consciously
interact with surrounding environment and learn sociocultural values while
satisfying relaxation, recreation, education and creativity needs and interests”
[5, 9]. On the one hand, we concur that “animation activities can be a means to
form person’s ability to transform surrounding reality during the process of
planned creation of conditions for its relatively purposeful self-education as a
subject of social relations” [same]. On the other, however, it is much too focused
on students’ personal needs, while it was mentioned earlier that pro-social needs
(particularly civic, professional, regional etc.) lead to social maturing and
development of high sociality level. This means that the mentioned definition
must be improved according to the essence of students’ social development.

Taking into account L. Tarasov’s view on animation activities being «a
process of deep (existential) interactions of a person with the world around
him/her, during which the mental needs grow and are satisfied. It is a free
socially meaningful activity of individuals and social groups, aimed at mental
and creative development of a person and mental recreation of society’
[13, 47]. The significance of animation activities with student youth increases.
In our opinion, dynamics of social and mental needs for improvement of
society is the core of contemporary understanding of animation with student
youth when it comes to development of the social culture.

Scientific foundation of viewing animation activities as a basis for
researching student youth’s social culture was laid in the latest socio-pedagogical
explorations by L. Volyk, T. Lesina, N. Maksymovska, which particularly focus on
animation activities’ characteristic components of activeness, emotional richness
and voluntariness reducing the influence of asocial factors of environment and
empowering the conscious part taking in pro-social processes of constructing
social life [3]. Animation approach to social-pedagogical activities (hereinafter
SPA) was substantiated in social pedagogy, which allows uncovering the core of
activating and animating students.

According to N. Maksymovska, animation approach to SPA means
“harmonizing social and educational influences in contemporary society, which
is being built on strengthening subjectness as value-meaning self-organization
and activating social life” [3, 434]. Despite the fact that author substantiates
the use of animation approach to implement social-pedagogical activity with
student youth in leisure sphere, the general features of proposed approach can
be reinterpreted for other fields of social interaction, because “animational SPA
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with student youth in leisure field is a process of activating, inspiring students
to conduct social changes and improve both social and cultural conditions of
existing in information society through active pro-social subject standing and
intensive social interaction during extracurricular time in HElI and open leisure
field, which facilitates social development by realizing social creativity” [3, 434].

Viewing animation activities as a toolset for developing social culture is based
on traditional understanding of a tool being “a kind of social activity that influences
personality in a certain way” [14, 330]. To be more specific, “a pedagogical tool is
something used by an educator in order to influence those he educates during
education (which ensures reaching of activity’s pedagogical aim). It includes words,
actions, examples, books, technical means and others” [10, 295]. Sometimes
learning, job, rules of conduct, sports activities, tourism and other such things can
also be called the means of pedagogical process [10, 294-295]. It is obvious,
however, that the mentioned things are not of equal significance for social practice,
which prevents us from analyzing them as a totality. In our study, animation
activities are a kind of societal practice that activates mental improvement of
students and stimulates the development of more advanced needs in modern
sociocultural conditions. While it is being implemented, a set of other unique
instruments may be used to activate social subjects.

Analysis of works made by researchers of animation activities
(N. Maksymovska, M. Petrova, L. Tarasov, N. Yaroshenko) allows us to conclude
that among its leading means, which are the most influential and cause most
activation, are art, tourism, gaming, civic activities etc. Especially important is
that due to conditions of contemporary information society a number of self-
expression and creative presentation means on media and virtual space can be
added to the list. Thus, aside from traditional kinds of activity like curricular and
extracurricular (mostly self-government, volunteering, science, creativity and
art) ones, which should be regarded in animation, there are also branching
kinds of students’ social interaction (informational and virtual communication)
that activate the development of social culture in post-industrial society and
influence other components of sociality. Therefore, under conditions of post-
industrial society, the process of gaining leading social, civic and professional
qualities must be conducted with newest means of activation, mainly through
media, art, creative practices, gaming, tourism etc., as they ensure that
students learn experiences not through mandatory “must”, but through
voluntary “want”, enabling the development of social culture.

Conclusions. To summarize, the research of student youth’s social
culture development is based on students being a separate sociocultural
community with its own unique psycho-age qualities, which are laid in the
foundation of analyzing social improvement. The main task is to develop
professional and civic components of sociality of this group’s members. The
main factor of students’ social culture development is legally supported
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education process of HEI, but it requires contemporary enrichment
mechanisms, mainly animation activities as a type of social practice that has its
own activation means. Under conditions of information age, student youth’s
social culture is mostly formed under the influence of contemporary
information environment and new information processing and communication
means, meaning that its studying involves correlation with information
processing and communication activities as one of the leading ones, which
influences all types of social values. Future studies will define the influence of
information society on the development of information and communication
components of student youth’s social culture.
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PE3IOME

MakcumoBckuii  H.  AHMMaUMOHHaA AeATeNbHOCTb KaK  CPeAcTBO  Pa3BMTUSA
COUMANbHOM KyNbTypbl CTYAEHUYECKON MOIOAENKN.

Llenoto cmameu ssademcsa paccmompeHue OHUMAUUOHHOU OeamesnbHOCMU KaK
agphekmusHol coyuanboli MPAKMUKU o aKmueu3ayuu coyuanbHO20 CO8epUEHCMBOBAHUS
cmyoOeH4YecKkoli MOa00exu, 8 4YaCMHOCMU MPUMeHeHue cpedcme aHUMAUUU C Uesnbio
pazeumus coyuanbHol Kysaemypsl. OCHOBHbIMU MemoOamMu UCCAe008aHUSA ABAAMCA
QHAAU3 HAYYHbIX uccaedosaHull u conocmasseHue meopemu4eckux nooxo008 K U3y4yeHuro
coyuansHol Kynemypsl cmydeHyecmsa. OrnpedesneHo, Ymo 8 COBPEMEHHbIX YCA08UAX
coyuanbHas Kyabmypa cmyoOeHYeckol Mosodexu Gopmupyemca nod eAuUsSHUEM
pazseemesneHHol UHGopMayUuoHHOU cpedbl, Ymo rnpednosiaeaem COOMHOWeEHUe pa3sumus
coyuanbHOU Kyanbmypsl € UHGOPMAYUOHHO-KOMMYHUKAMUBHOU O0esamenbHOCMbIO KaK
o0Holi u3 s8edywux 0714 cmydeHmos. 3mo npedycmampusaem  paspabomky
coomeemcmeyrouweli npakmu4yeckol npo2paMmmel  AHUMAUUOHHOU OesmenbHOCMU 8
sbicuwem yyebHom 3as8edeHuu, Ymo u bydem nepcriekmusoli 0asnbHeliue2o ucc1e008aHUA.

Knwoueeble cnoea: cmyOdeHYeCKaa  MOs00eXb,  COUUAabHAA  Kysabmypa,
QHUMQAUUOHHAA 0essmesibHOCMb, UHGOPMaUuUuoHHoe obujecmeo.

SUMMARY
Maksymovskyi M. Animation activities as means of developing student youth’s social

culture.

The aim of the article is to review animation activities as an effective social praxis of
activating student youth’s social maturing, particularly using animation for development of
social culture. The main methods of study are analysis of scientific research and comparison
of theoretical approaches to examination of students’ social culture. Students’ social growth
is affected by certain needs (for self-actualization, self-affirmation, self-realization,
independence), social group qualities (like formation of professional and civic conscience,
social value guidelines) and leading psycho-age qualities of student personality development
regarding self-recognition, self-requlation, self-organization and self-development.

The article also substantiates that student youth’s characteristic features (criticalness,
emotionality, need for self-realization etc.) are the basis for defining social subjectness and social
creativity as the leading attributes of sudents’ social interaction, which form the foundation of
social, professional and civic self-realization. Social culture is a quality of student youth’s sociality
development stage, which reveals itself in high-level social values, formed social qualities and
pro-social behavior, and implies high social maturity level on the basis of social subjectness and
its highest manifestation — social creativity. Development of student youth’s social culture is a
process of activating main factors of this group’s social formation both at HEI (curricular and
extracurricular activities) and outside education institutions in social field. Especially important is
the fact that under conditions of contemporary information society this field gains new self-
expression and creativity tools due to technical advances in media and virtual space. Thus, aside
from traditional types of activities (mainly self-government, volunteering, research artistic
activities etc.), student youth’s social interaction types (informational or virtual-
communicational) start to branch out, activating development of social culture in post-industrial
society and influencing other sociality components.

It was defined that, under contemporary conditions, student youth’s social culture is
formed under the influence of branching information environment, which implies interrelation of
social culture development with information/communication activities as one of the leading ones
and greatly influences all the groups of social values, eventually becoming one of the animation
tools. This leads to development of a fitting animation activities program in a higher education
institution, which will be the focus of further research.
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